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The aversion exhibited by most animals to pairing with indi- 
viduals of another species has been attributed by Westermarck to 
the selective power of hereditary instinct. Those which prefer 
pairing with their own kind transmit their characteristics to their 
offspring and become the progenitors of numerous individuals 
marked by this particular trait. Hybrid kinds on the other hand 
have a smaller chance of survival, both because they are either 
sterile or relatively infertile, and because departure from type is 
not conducive to' the favor of their fellows. 1 Among plants, 
where conscious choice is impossible, hybrid individuals are more 
numerous. So clearly developed is this instinctive aversion among 
the higher vertebrates that certain varieties refuse to interbreed 
with closely related varieties of the same species. Examples of 
this occur among some kinds of deer, sheep, and horses. It is 
impossible to determine at what point in evolution the non-pairing 
instinct merges into a definite consciousness of kind, or when 
physical inability to cross is transformed into actual aversion to 
crossing, but it is certain that species aversion exists far down the 
scale of animal intelligence. 

With the lowest orders of humans there enters another factor 
based on a highly developed self-sense which is found in animals 
only in a rudimentary form. Aversion to cross-breeding may 

1 Westermarck, History of Human Marriage, 280. 
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spring from a sense of strangeness due to geographical isolation 
and non-contact with other human varieties. Some remote 
peoples have conceived of themselves as the only ones of their 
kind, and this idea has been reflected in the group name. Experi- 
ence requires only that the name distinguish members of the 
group from animal kinds with which its members come in contact, 
and they call themselves merely "men" or "human beings." 2 
Strangers, especially those of a markedly different physique, are 
looked upon as beings of another order with whom it is dangerous 
or wicked to interbreed. Hybrids resulting from the earliest 
crossings with strangers are regarded as monstrosities. Darwin 
mentions that the offspring of the earliest white settlers of Aus- 
tralia with native women were killed off by the pure blacks. The 
Makhelchel and Nishinam Indians of California formerly put 
their women to death for marrying or committing adultery with 
white men, and blue-eyed or fair-haired children were killed with- 
out remorse. 3 After intercourse has become so general as to 
bring about familiarity with the new type, pairing itself and the 
resultant offspring come to be regarded as humanly normal. Con- 
quest often results in the killing off of the adult males and the 
taking of the women as wives by the victors, but in the ordinary 
contact of a masterful with a passive race pairing is chiefly 
through chance mating or concubinage. These illicit unions, by 
breaking down the first barriers of prejudice, open the way to a 
possible blending of races which, in the absence of positive checks, 
leads to an ultimate fusion of the types. 

Contact through conquest may result variously. If there exist 
no marked difference of physical type, the natural outcome is 
gradual and complete fusion. Such has been the history of the 
various Teutonic invasions of Great Britain since the fifth 
century, of eastern France, of northeastern Spain, and of north- 

2 A surviving example is the Alaskan Eskimo name Innuit, and the name 
Yuit found in the adjacent part of Asia. The Nishinam and Maidu tribal names 
in California also signify "men" or "Indians." Something of the same kind is 
found among some of the tribes of Borneo. For the California names see 
Powers, Contributions to North American Ethnology, III, 282, 312. For 
Borneo see Haddon, Head Hunters, Black, White, and Brown, 414. 

8 See Powers as above, 214, 320. 
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ern Italy. If the races are physically farther apart, fusion of the 
masses may ensue while the dominant type survives in greater 
or less purity among the ruling classes, a result which will con- 
stantly be aided by sexual selection. Among the ancient Mexi- 
cans and the Polynesians 4 the nobility were distinctly fairer 
than the masses. Ripley shows that the upper classes of western 
Europe have lighter hair and eyes than the peasantry. 5 In this 
case even pronounced cultural differences like language or re- 
ligion cannot permanently withstand the attrition of social con- 
tact. But when the original difference of social status is marked 
off by some pronounced physical trait like skin color, race separa- 
tion is likely to be not only rigorous but enduring. 

The rigidity of group forms, when based on such marked 
differences, becomes intensified rather than softened with the 
passing generations. There is clear evidence that the caste sys- 
tem of India only gradually acquired its fanatical and religious 
character in the period after the first generations of Aryan in- 
vaders. The Sanskrit word for caste, varna, meaning color, 
seems to point to the ethnic origin of the system. Between the 
Brahmans, the highest caste, and the Sudras, the lowest, there 
is even yet traceable a gradual shading from white toward black. 
In a static society like that of India, color prejudice would 
naturally crystallize into the social taboos that are found in the 
actual historical period. But color prejudice is here only the 
instinctive expression of a sense of cultural difference and of 
social status. Ratzel remarks that the ethnographer is often 
puzzled, in considering some of the groups in India, to know 
whether he has before him a race or a class. 6 Racial choices 
become fixed instincts and accept or reject certain traits with 
the same emphasis which characterize individual choices. 

Language, religion, occupation, and social status may become 
the basis of caste distinctions as readily as may physical traits, 
although they are not likely to be as enduring. The oration 
against Neaera which passes under the name of Demosthenes 

4 Ellis, Polynesian Researches t I, 82. 
"Races of Europe , 469. 
"History of Mankind, III, 390. 
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shows that there existed a stiff caste system at Athens based on 
citizenship, and the Institutes of Gaius prove the same condition 
to have prevailed at Rome. 7 Royal and noble blood in most of 
the modern class societies is not permitted to mingle in legiti- 
mate marriage with common, even where all classes are of 
identical stock. Artificial and less rigid castes exist in demo- 
cratic societies in the form of wealth classes, occupational grades, 
and family distinctions. , In fact it is hard to conceive of a 
society without a certain degree of stratification which limits 
sexual choice so far as that choice is concerned with marriage. 
The taboos which in the lower grades of culture restrict human 
contacts have their counterpart among more advanced societies 
in the prescriptions which find their sanction in inherited dis- 
taste for certain types of conduct or status. 



Of the groups into which men are divided or divide them- 
selves, races are at once the most fundamentally natural and the 
most indefinite. The term race is easily confused with people 
or nation. One even hears of a Polish as distinguished from a 
Russian race, or a German race when it is clearly the German 
people or the German political nation that is in question. Race 
implies ethnic unity, people cultural unity, nation actual or po- 
tential political unity. In its narrowest sense race is a purely 
physical fact. According to Keane it "answers to the breed or 
strain of cattle-farmers and bird-fanciers, and is therefore appli- 
cable only to groups sprung, or assumed to be sprung, from one 
and the same original family." 8 Topinard calls races "types 
hereditaires," 9 while Geoffrey Saint-Hilaire defines race as "a 
succession of individuals born of one another and distinguished 
by certain characteristics which have become permanent." Like- 
wise Quatrefages : "Race is an aggregate of individuals resem- 
bling one another belonging to the same species, having received 
and transmitted by way of generation the characteristics of a 

* Sec. 56. 

s Ethnology, 4, 5. 

9 Anthropologic genirale, 194. 
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primitive family." Finot, intent on minimizing the importance 
of race distinctions, proposes to substitute the term "human 
variety," which he defines as a "group of individuals bound to- 
gether by certain permanent characteristics and distinguished 
by other passing traits from other human groups." 10 Pichard 
also is careful to indicate that the definition should contain noth- 
ing more than the characteristics of the present status, the origin 
of these characteristics being an unsettled question. 11 

But any definition which includes only somatic characters is 
evidently too narrow to cover all the phenomena which in prac- 
tice properly fall into the category of race. On the border land 
between somatic and psychic characters are numerous traits 
that give color to the group life. In the case of individuals 
there is a more or less definite fusion of those physical and 
mental characters which are described by type-terms like san- 
guine, phlegmatic, austere, sensuous. Racial groups also are 
marked off into temperamental categories corresponding tq those 
of the predominant mass of their constituent individuals. Alfred 
Russell Wallace graphically describes the contrast between the 
Papuans of the Ke Islands and the Malays : 

Had I been blind I could have been certain that these islanders were 
not Malays. The loud, rapid, eager tones, the incessant motion, the intense 
vital activity manifested in speech and action are the very antipodes of the 

quiet, unimpulsive, unanimated Malays These forty black, naked, 

mop-headed savages seemed intoxicated with joy and excitement. Not one 
of them could remain still for a moment. Every individual of our crew 
was in turn surrounded and examined, asked for tobacco or arrack, grinned 
at, and deserted for another. All talked at once, and our captain was 
regularly mobbed by the chief men, who wanted to be employed to tow us 

in, and who begged vociferously to be paid in advance Under similar 

circumstances Malays could not behave as these Papuans did. If they came 
on board a vessel (after asking permission) not a word would at first be 
spoken, except a few compliments, and only after some time, and very 
cautiously, would any approach be made to business. One would speak 
at a time, with a low voice and great deliberation, and the mode of mak- 

10 Race Prejudice, 53. 

11 Hertz distinguishes four types of modern race theory, the linguistic, the 
anthropological, the biological, and the sociological : Moderne Rassentheorien, 3. 
Cf. Giddings, Inductive Sociology, 49, for a somewhat similar classification. 
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ing a bargain would be by quietly refusing all your offers, or even going 
away without saying another word about the matter, unless you advanced 
your price to what they were willing to accept.* 

Wallace further remarks that "these moral features are 
more striking and more conclusive of absolute diversity than 
even the physical contrast presented by the two races, though 
that is sufficiently remarkable." 

From temperamental differences to diversity of mental taste 
and capacity is a short step. Tastes in ornamentation, music, 
art, forms of courtesy, are as clearly traceable in groups as in 
individuals. With reference to total mental faculty the degree 
of difference is not so clearly established as in the case of par- 
ticular traits. It is probable that some individuals of all races 
are capable of any level of achievement attained anywhere, nor 
can it be disputed that any ethnic group as a whole may acquire 
ability in some lines in which it is now deficient. It is true that 
differences in psychic type would be reflected in the forms and 
methods of achievement, for racial groups like individuals vary 
in mode of procedure according to temperament. Boas is con- 
vinced that physical differences may and probably do produce 
differences in faculty, but that we have as yet no unquestionable 
evidence that it will be impossible for certain races to attain a 
higher civilization than they now possess. He asserts that, 
while none of the dark races may now be producing as large a 
proportion of great men as our own, there is no reason to doubt 
their capacity to reach the present level of civilization of the 
whites. 13 

Actual intellectual capacity at any given time may be con- 
sidered a matter of hereditary momentum. Missionaries report 
that in schoolwork the children of backward races often exhibit 
a surprising degree of efficiency up to a certain age, but that 
thereafter they show the same stolidity and distaste for advance 
which characterizes the group in general. The hereditary push 
carries only up to or a little beyond the age of puberty. Racial 
progress would be possible if the strength of this inherited im- 

a The Malay Archipelago, ioth ed., 318. 

"American Association for the Advancement of Science, 1894, 117. 
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petus were augmented until it should carry large numbers of 
individuals beyond the general level, and, if this impetus lasted, 
into the actual working life. Contact with higher culture forms 
found among more advanced races may furnish this stimulus if 
those forms are within practical reaching distance of the present 
racial capacity. Groups too far advanced in culture may not 
be the best civilizers of the backward races. With apologies to 
Mr. Kidd it may be contended that the European races are the 
less fitted to furnish models for the tropical peoples exactly 
because they are too highly civilized. If race improvement is 
sought through cross-breeding the diversity of types may be so 
great as to neutralize other advantages. Most of the great 
civilizations have, in their earlier history, been developed by 
peoples of relatively unmixed blood, but complexity of culture 
has usually been attained after a composite stock has come into 
being. 

II 

The concept of a race as, in the widest sense, both a physical 
and a psychic unit implies group choices and group standards. 
When a choice, whether one of adaptation or one of conscious 
volition, becomes instinctive it is embedded in the ethnic sense. 
In this manner instinctive prejudices and preferences become 
hereditary. Herein lies the power of custom. That to which the 
group has not accommodated itself comes to be regarded as not 
good and as a thing to be avoided. That which has been found 
by experience to be beneficent or pleasurable, whether such ex- 
perience be one of sensation or observation, is stamped with the 
group approval. 14 Even ideals of beauty are affected by the 
needs of the situation. The process of accommodation to environ- 
ment produces certain standards to which esthetic tastes in the 
end conform. Men's ideals of beauty are usually found in the 
best type of what they themselves are and what they find most 
useful. For this reason traits which especially characterize a 
group are often artificially exaggerated for purposes of orna- 

14 See Professor Sumner's very stimulating book, Folkways, pp. 2-4, and 
passim. 
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ment. Dark races blacken the skin, tall races increase the stature 
by special footwear, flat-nosed people further flatten the nose, 
the white women use face powder. 

Darwin quotes Winwood Reade as saying that the negroes 
of the west coast of Africa do not like the color of the European 
skin ; "they look upon blue eyes with aversion and they think our 
noses too long and our lips too thin." Mr. Reade is convinced 
that these negroes would not, on the ground of mere physical 
admiration, prefer the most beautiful European woman to a good 
looking negress. 18 Some traits are indicative of good health or 
of morbidity, and are admired or abhorred accordingly. A pale 
Mongolian in regions unaffected by white standards would be 
considered as unhealthy, while in Europe a sallow skin is looked 
upon with aversion as an evidence of disease. Climatic condi- 
tions may thus transform standards of utility into standards of 
beauty. 

The esthetic sense of the parties immediately concerned is far 
from being the sole factor which affects marriage choice. Among 
nearly all peoples there is a deliberate favoring of the type de- 
sired in offspring and a conscious effort to control heredity in 
accordance therewith. It is certain that some understanding of 
the principles of breeding exists long before any exact scientific 
knowledge of the laws of heredity begins. Darwin mentions the 
case of the Jollofs, a west coast negro tribe of exceptionally fine 
appearance, who explained their physical superiority by their 
habits of deliberately selling off their worse-looking slaves. 16 
Ellis states that in Ashanti the women of royal blood were per- 
mitted to intrigue freely with fine and handsome men in order 
that the kings might be of commanding presence. 1 ? Nansen 
attributes the almost universal race mixture among the Eskimo 
of the west coast of Greenland to the fact that half-breeds, having 
come to be regarded as handsomer than the pure-bred natives, 
are preferred in marriage. 18 Breeding for favorite types may 
take the form of breeding in desired features or breeding out 

15 Darwin, Descent of Man, 582. 16 Ibid., 587. 

17 The Tshi-Speaking Peoples of the Gold Coast, 287. 

18 Eskimo Life, 165; note. 
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unpopular ones. To secure a lighter skin soon becomes the 
ambition of dark races when brought into contact with the 
whites. Features which before were unpopular now become de- 
sirable because standards have changed. It is a matter of com- 
mon observation that among the colored people of the United 
States there is a decided premium on light color as a factor in 
social prestige and by consequence as an element of attraction 
in marriage. 19 

Were marriage choice merely the expression of personal 
esthetic taste and romantic sentiment the social significance of 
mixed unions would be relatively small. Marriages are usually 
contracted when the parties are young, and youth is little affected 
by conventions and taboos based on the collective social wisdom. 
Sentiment perpetually cuts across the lines of established usage 
unless restrained by a power stronger than the individual. More- 
over, contrast and novelty furnish an additional element of sexual 
attraction which particularly appeals to the youthful imagination. 
If, then, present individual satisfaction were the determining 
factor mixed marriages would not necessarily be unsuccessful. 
But marriage as an institution also pertains to the welfare of the 
group. For this reason, in societies where individual interests 
are definitely subordinated to group interests, choice of mates is 
always in some degree regulated by parents or by social conven- 
tion. In clan societies marriage rules are often the most elabo- 
rate of all legal regulations, while in the patriarchal family there 
is little show of freedom of personal selection. The idea of 
physical or psychic union is subordinated to the conception of 
merging the economic or social types which the parties represent. 
If these types are antagonistic there must be either a surrender 
of one to the other, or a blending of the two on an unequal basis: 
In no case will both survive in toto. If there be in the physique 
or mode of life of either party a persistent trait that is abhorrent 
to the other or to his group, or to which some specific discredit 

19 "We must consider the pride with which the South African half-breeds 
insist upon the very smallest drop of white blood in their veins." — Ratzel, 
History of Mankind, II, 295. Mr. Kipling has embodied this idea in his Indian 
story, "His Chance in Life." 
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attaches, there is little possibility of a well-balanced union. The 
prepotency of certain stocks enables them to dominate the type 
if the differences are not too pronounced, but this hardly affects 
the situation when the distasteful qualities require several genera- 
tions for elimination. Caste marriage, whatever its defects, has 
the merit of preserving intact the favorite qualities of the group, 
whether those of color, blood, or culture traits. For this reason 
it has flourished in simple societies where homogeneity was de- 
manded, and in those groups that were in danger of losing their 
identity in the midst of stocks held to be inferior. 

However potent may be the influence of sentiment and .sex- 
attraction in temporarily breaking down the barriers of race 
prejudice, it rarely proves sufficiently enduring to render mixed 
marriages successful in cases of pronounced diversity of type. 
With the decay of sentimental attraction the inexorable need of 
co-operation in the practical business of living together in society 
asserts itself. Actual or virtual separation is the only alternative 
where this proves impossible. Foreman reports the results of 
Spanish-native marriages in the Philippines thus : 

It is difficult to apprehend an alliance so incongruous, there being no 
affinity of ideas, and the only condition in common is that they are both 
human beings professing Christianity. The European husband is either 
drawn toward the level of the native by this heterogeneous relationship, or 
in despair of remedying the error of a passing passion, he practically 
ignores his wife in his own social connections. Each forms then a distinct 
circle of friends of his or her own selection, whilst the woman is refractory 
to mental improvement, and in manners is but slightly raised above her own 
class by European influence and conduct.*™ 

Ill 

Most of the historical cases of race blending have proceeded 
without methodical selection, as a consequence of contact of 
varieties thrown together by the exigencies of migration, con- 
quest, or slavery. In its earlier stages cross-breeding usually 
occurs without social sanction. On the frontiers of civilization 
there is a constant practice of more or less casual intercourse 

20 The Philippine Islands, 205, 206. The Spanish military authorities form- 
erly encouraged the marriage of officers with native women. 
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between aggressive and stationary races that is rarely recognized 
by law. The half-breeds usually stand outside the accepted 
circles of both parent races, despising the one, despised by the 
other, in sympathetic touch with neither. This condition is not 
always improved when the dominant race deliberately adopts the 
policy of cross-breeding. The access of the white race to tropical 
lands, raising as it has the question of acclimatization, has sug- 
gested the possibility of blending the European and native races 
in order to secure a physically fit stock capable of perpetuating 
the essential qualities of the whites. Because the Spaniards and 
Portuguese have shown great facility in fusing with the tropical 
races, they have, to outward appearances, solved the problem of 
tropical colonization better than the lighter races of the north 
of Europe. But, as Ripley points out, intermarriage does not 
really bring about acclimatization at all. It results in the forma- 
tion of an entirely new type. 21 Undoubtedly crossing with the 
dark races furnishes, for some regions, the sole means by which 
the European peoples can survive in the tropics in any form. 
Furthermore, where aggressive races undertake to govern back- 
ward peoples of alien stock it may be theoretically advantageous 
to have a mixed class to break the shock between the two types. 
Mr. Sydney Olivier is convinced that this is the case in the British 
West Indies : 

I consider that this class of mixed race is a valuable and indispensable 
part of any West Indian community, and that a colony of blacks, colored, 
and whites has far more organic efficiency and far more promise in it than 
a colony of black and white alone. A community of white and black alone 
will remain, so far as official classes are concerned, a community of employ- 
ers and serfs, concessionaries and tributaries, with, at best, a bureaucracy 
to keep the peace between them and attend to the nice adjustment of this 
burden. The graded mixed class in Jamaica helps to make an organic 
whole and saves it from this distinctive cleavage." 

But conditions in Jamaica are peculiar because in that island 
the hybrids are not, as is usually true, in antagonism with either of 

21 The Races of Europe, 569. Ripley notes that some of the most successful 
examples of acclimatization have occurred without race crossing. 

22 01ivier, "The White Man's Burden at Home," International Quarterly, 
XI, 6. 
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the parent stocks, and because there are almost none of the class 
of "poor whites" who constitute so large an element of the prob- 
lem in the southern states of America. The position of the half- 
caste is usually an unfortunate one. The consciousness of his 
superiority to the more primitive stock raises a barrier against 
sympathetic co-operation on that side, 23 while on the side of the 
dominant race he finds no willingness to grant social equality. If 
he is not more depraved in morals than either of the parent races 
he at least has acquired the reputation of being so. 24 Unless the 
two extremes continue to cross, the mixed breed tends to disap- 
pear, either by marrying back into the darker race or by approach- 
ing the whites through conscious sexual selection, lighter mates 
being always preferred in successive generations. Hoffman's in- 
vestigations show that in Jamaica itself mixed marriages are on 
the decline and that there is a well-marked tendency among the 
population to revert to the African type. 25 In some districts in 
the southern states likewise the growing race antipathy of the 
whites manifests itself in a decrease of intercourse with negroes. 
Bruce believes that this is already resulting not only in a rapid 
decline in the number of mulattoes, but in a perceptible return of 
the colored population to the original African type. "As his 
skin darkens," continued Bruce, "in its return to the tint which 
distinguishes that of his remote ancestors, the prospect of the 
whites and blacks lawfully mixing their blood fades to the thin- 
nest shadow of probability." 26 In India the Eurasians constitute 

83 My colleague, Professor C. H. Eigenmann, informs me of a curious in- 
stance of half-caste pride which came to his notice in British Guiana. A white 
man who had a family by a black woman proposed late in life to marry her in 
order to legitimize the children. The last-named objected on the ground that 
marriage with a white man would give the black mother a social position which 
they could not tolerate. 

24 Darwin quotes Livingstone's well-known remark that the half-breeds of the 
Zambesi district were more cruel than the Portuguese themselves. The natives 
had a saying: "God made the white man, and God made the black, but the 
devil made the half-breed." — Darwin, Variation of Animals and Plants under 
Domestication, II, ai. 

^American Statistical Association, IV, 198. 

26 The Plantation Negro as a Freeman, 53. 
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a class as distinct from the natives as from the Europeans. A 
Eurasian rarely marries a native and this prejudice is said to be 
shared in equal measure by the natives. 27 

Some races are so plastic as to be capable of ready assimila- 
tion without apparent injury. Those groups will most easily 
approximate the status of others which are most free from deeply 
fixed habits and settled prejudices. The existence of complex or 
rigid social ideals acts as a bar to harmonious adjustment even 
where diversity of physique is not present. On the other hand 
there are races that are prepotent in both physique and culture. 
Their superior fusing power is manifested in the rapid trans- 
formation to their own type of the stocks with which they com- 
bine. It but rarely happens that two stocks blend on a basis of 
practical equality. When this does occur the offspring may be 
superior to either parent type in physique or cultural worth or 
both. When Germans and Irish in America intermarry a breed 
results which combines most of the desirable qualities of both, 
and which, incidentally, approximates closely the native American 
type. Chinese-Filipino and Chinese-Malay mixed breeds are su- 
perior to the offspring of Spaniards and Malays. 28 The hybrids 
that result from the crossing of Europeans and negroes, while 
superior to the negro mentally, are his inferiors in physique and 
stability. 

The degree of fecundity in race crossing is generally clearly 
correlated with the degree of cultural difference between the 
parent stocks. As captivity or change of environment lessens 
the fertility of most animals and plants, so human fecundity and 
vitality may be diminished by transition to an alien mode of life. 
Darwin notes that, while domesticated elephants in India gener- 
ally do not breed, in Ava, where the females are allowed to roam 
in the forests under somewhat natural conditions, they sometimes 
bear offspring. It was formerly contended that Australian 
women were infertile with Europeans, but this is now definitely 

a Sara Jeannette Duncan, Popular Science Monthly, XLII, 3. 

28 Ling Roth reports that children of predominantly Chinese blood in Borneo 
excel in school studies, but the Chinese-Dyak half-breeds are superior in hard 
work and in play: The Natives of Sarawak and British North Borneo, I, 124. 
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disproved. 29 The idea probably originated in the fact that when 
Englishmen took native women to live with them after the Eng- 
lish fashion such unions were barren or only slightly fertile. 
When unions occur under conditions which allow the retention 
of the native mode of life they are often as fruitful as others. 30 
But diversity in habitual mode of living is not the sole cause of 
relative sterility in mixed unions. Lack of harmony in the inti- 
mate matters of the personal life reacts unfavorably on fecundity. 
Walcker shows that in Germany the average number of children 
born to Christian families is 4.35 and to Jewish families 4.21, 
but the average number in families where the father is a Christian 
and the mother a Jewess is 1.58. This variation is clearly 
attributable to psychological rather than physiological causes. 
Inability to enter sympathetically into each other's inner life 
breeds disappointment and ultimately discord. 31 

Absence of cultural homogeneity may also account for the 
incapacity for type-perpetuation among the offspring of widely 
differing stocks. The Chinese half-breeds in the Philippines are 
said to preserve the distinctive characters of the type and to 
constitute a permanent class, whereas the descendants of Span- 
iards and natives rapidly sink back into the general mass. 32 In 
apparent contrast, however, should be mentioned the Griquas of 
South Africa, descended chiefly from Dutch colonists and Hot- 
tentots. They have prospered, while the pure Hottentots have 
become so nearly extinct that Ratzel believes that the Hottentot 
race will ultimately survive only in its half-breeds. 33 The British 
West Indies have, in the past two> centuries, witnessed a rapid 

29 See the testimony collected by Westermarck from English missionaries 
{History of Human Marriages, 285, 287). Topinard cites the case of English 
seal hunters of Bass Strait who in 1 800-s took native women as concubines and 
produced a numerous progeny : Anthropology, 375, 376. 

30 Rink believes that marriages of European men with Eskimo women in 
Greenland are more fertile than those of natives with natives : Danish Green- 
land, 163. 

* Walcker, Grundriss der Statistik, cited by Hoffman, Race Traits and 
Tendencies of the American Negro, 192. 

38 Foreman, The Philippine Islands, 192, 193. 
33 The History of Mankind, II, 281. 
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decline of white population, and a corresponding growth in the 
proportion of colored. The movement of population in the four 
leading colonies has been as follows : 

WHITES 

Bermudas 1791, 52.60 per cent. 

1891, 37.90 per cent. 

Barbadoes 1786, 20.40 per cent. 

1891, 8.60 per cent. 

Trinidad 1861, 55.60 per cent. 

1891, 43.50 per cent. 

Jamaica 1673, 43.80 per cent. 

1891, 2.30 per cent. 

In the Spanish West Indies there has been an equally notable 
increase in the proportion of whites : 34 

WHITES 

Cuba 1774, 56.20 per cent. 

1877, 66.70 per cent. 

1907, 70. per cent. 

Porto Rico 1802, 47.90 per cent. 

1890, 62.80 per cent. 

The gospel of race amalgamation which was preached with 
passionate earnestness in the north during and after the Civil 
War was in the main an exaggerated outcome of the humani- 
tarian social philosophy which underlay the abolition movement, 
but it had a quasi-scientific basis in the belief in physical ad- 
vantages to be gained by race crossing. Wendell Phillips and 
the authors of the "Miscegenation" collection held that, since 
intermixture of nearly homogeneous types in numerous historical 
instances had proved beneficial, intermixture must again prove so 
with races so far apart as the whites and negroes. It was con- 
tended that an infusion of the blood of a tropical race would 
augment the versatility and vitality of the whites. 35 Such views, 

31 Hoffman, American Statistical Association, IV, 182, 184; see also Censo 
de la Republi:a de Cuba, 1907, 314, 315. It is probable that part of the increase 
of whites may be accounted for by the fact that many persons of slightly mixed 
blood are now recorded as white. 

35 Hoffman, Race Traits and Tendencies of the American Negro, 190, 191. 
Hoffman has collected some of the most radical utterances of the extreme 
miscegenationists. 
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it need hardly be pointed out, were developed and survive, in so 
far as they still exist, in communities where the negro never has 
been found in sufficient numbers to have been the cause of an 
aroused race consciousness. In the South, where the question 
has perforce always been a practical rather than an academic one 
by reason of the presence of large masses of colored population 
in every community, opposition to mongrelization has been con- 
sistently grounded on the principle of culture preservation as 
determined strictly by race lines. Rigid insistence on the color 
line is, indeed, often the outgrowth of prejudice and passion 
rather than of scientific analysis, and as such may itself become a 
serious social danger. But for certain societies and for limited 
periods it can hardly be disputed that the practical identification 
of race solidarity with culture solidarity furnishes a wise prin- 
ciple of social action. 36 

IV 

Like organisms, races are likely to be most pliable in the 
nascent stage. Fixity of type comes with the growth of habits 
and institutions. Old races which have remained plastic are gen- 
erally those which have not risen above the simplest culture stage, 
and whose achievements have not become a part of the traditions 
of the ethnic group. The antipathy of the white race for the 
negro is no doubt due in large measure to the consciousness of 
long stretches of cultural advance which the darker race is 
deemed incapable of approximating. Professor Royce has sought 
to demonstrate that all our race problems are merely problems 
caused by our antipathies. "Train a man first to give names to 
his antipathies, and then to regard the antipathies thus named as 
sacred merely because they have a name, and then you get the 
phenomena of racial hatred, of religious hatred, of class hatred, 
and so on indefinitely." 37 But whatever be the facts about other 

38 In every southern state and in nine northern and western states inter- 
marriage of the races is prohibited by law. In some states the prohibition is 
absolute, in others the fraction of negro blood is specified at one-fourth or one- 
eighth : Howard, History of Matrimonial Institutions, II, 398, 399, 438-44, 
478, 479. 

"International Journal of Ethics, April, 1906. 
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antipathies, aversion to intermarriage with supposedly lower 
ethnic types is based on mental processes which lie deeper than 
mere names. It is the expression of a normal ethnic instinct of 
self-preservation. Cross-breeding is something more than a 
union of the individual lives of the parties. It generally involves 
a change of the culture status for the present and succeeding 
generations. It means a modification of the self-conscious ethnic 
personality which, whether good or bad, efficient or inefficient, is 
at least a settled reality that would be lost by blending with an 
alien type. In the contact of culture systems there always sur- 
vives something of the struggle of primitive groups which were 
hostile because strange to one another. Or, as Mr. Bryce puts it, 
race enmity is perhaps "a survival from the times when each 
race could maintain itself only by slaughtering its enemies." 38 
What appears to be merely unreasoning hatred of external fea- 
tures like skin color and hair structure may in the last analysis 
be a subconscious choice which rejects what is associated in 
thought with undesirable cultural standards. 

Nevertheless, indiscriminate use of the terms "higher" and 
"lower" races is misleading and dangerous. The sum of actual 
achievement up to any given time may not be an accurate index 
of racial capacity. Certain groups may by spurting have devel- 
oped a high degree of civilization and have exhausted themselves 
in the process, while less promising groups, moving slowly but 
persistently, may in time work out equally great results. The 
danger of physical exhaustion through overdevelopment of the 
intellect necessitates constant additions of grosser elements from 
more sturdy stocks, and this is after all the best plea in the case 
for race mixture in modern times. But if physical amelioration 
be purchased at the expense of any fundamental elements of civili- 
zation the balance of advantage will be destroyed. Mr. Bryce's 
summing up of the argument against indiscriminate surrender of 
race purity is most masterly : 

Now for the future of mankind nothing is more vital than that some 
races should be maintained at the highest level of efficiency, because the 
work they can do for thought and art and letters, for scientific discovery 

K Impressions of South Africa, 365, 367. 
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and for raising the standard of conduct, will determine the general prog- 
ress of humanity. If therefore we were to suppose the blood of the races 
which are now most advanced to be diluted, so to speak, by that of those 
most backward, not only would more be lost to the former than would be 
gained to the latter, but there would be a loss, possibly an irreparable loss, 
to the world at large. 39 

Behind physical aversion to alien types there lurks an instinc- 
tive recognition of racial standards as a social capital that must 
not be dissipated by surrendering race purity. It is therefore to 
be expected that women, as the more conservative sex, will be 
found more rigorous than men in resisting social change through 
cross-breeding. Women dominate the intimate social standards 
and fix the taboos which set off social classes from each other. 
Miss Kingsley notes that in West Africa it is the women, "with 
the normal feminine dislike to innovation," who especially deplore 
contact with the whites and the turning of the young away from 
old customs. 40 Sydney Olivier says that it is among women in 
Jamaica and on the woman's side of life with both blacks and 
whites that the strongest race prejudice is found. 41 The Eura- 
sians of India, although allowed by "society" a rank higher than 
that accorded to the natives, are strictly excluded from any inti- 
mate social intercourse with Europeans. 42 Where, however, old 
standards have been broken down by long contact women of the 
passive races may come to choose the new and supposedly su- 
perior race in preference to their own discredited people. The 
Eskimo of certain parts of Greenland are said to have become so 
thoroughly demoralized by intercourse with Europeans that the 
women will now prefer the commonest European sailor to the 
very best Eskimo hunter. 43 

For the preservation of racial purity geographical separation 
is the most obvious as it is, where feasible, the most efficient 
means. The demand in the South immediately after the Civil 

35 The Relations of the Advanced and the Backward Races of Mankind 
(The Romanes Lecture), 1902, 36. 

40 West African Studies, 321, 322. 

41 White Capital and Colored Labor, 35. 

42 Sara Jeannette Duncan, "Eurasia," Popular Science Monthly, XLII, 4. 

43 Nansen, Eskimo Life, 165. 
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War for the deportation of the negroes to Africa has been 
continued, with varying degrees of insistence, in the plea 
for their segregation in a separate state. In Basutoland and 
Bechuanaland whites are forbidden to hold land or settle 
permanently, and several other South African colonies re- 
serve certain districts wholly for the native inhabitants. The 
South African Native Races Committee has recently recom- 
mended that, in order to prevent race friction, the blacks be 
totally excluded from particular white districts, chiefly the urban 
centers. 44 There is at present a notable agitation in Australia 
for the exclusion of all colored immigrants to the end that this 
continent may be reserved as a field for the working-out of a 
distinctive white civilization. 45 Even if cross-breeding could be 
prevented in any region where the races meet, there remains the 
difficulty of devising a satisfactory plan of administration for the 
government of heterogeneous types. The South African colonies 
have not hesitated frankly to adopt a complex and burdensome 
system of class legislation to meet the needs of their perplexing 
situation. 46 Every state must take into account the fact that 
contact of diverse races is almost certain to occur under the least 
favorable circumstances. It is chiefly the lawless elements among 
the whites that cross with the darker races, and it is exactly 
among the least socialized class — "the poor whites" of all the 
world — that the most intractable race antagonism is usually 
found. 

The present era of colonial expansion by the great culture 
nations has called forth a good deal of twaddle about the 
"mission" of the white race to pilot backward peoples along the 
path to civilization by a kind of forced guardianship. This plea 
is often a specious belated apology for a conquest which has 
already become a fait accompli. But, even accepting the idea 
that the newly gained regions are to be held in trust for civiliza- 

" The South African Natives, especially pp. 68-79. See also Olivier, White 
Capital and Colored Labor, chap. ix. 

"See Pearson, National Life and Character, 16, 17; also Law and Gill, "A 
White Australia; What It Means," Nineteenth Century, January, 1904. 

40 The South African Natives, as cited above, chaps, iv and v. 
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tion, the method of procedure would still remain to be settled. 
Either of the two leading methods proposed, that of blood infu- 
sion through amalgamation and that of paternalistic government 
without physical assimilation, would proceed on the impossible 
idea that uniform methods of progress are adapted to widely 
different groups. Now the culture forms of one ethnic unit may 
not only be unsuited to promote the progress of another but may 
actually be inimical to such progress. Nansen probably does not 
exaggerate when he asserts that the only change which can be 
wrought with any sort of rapidity in a primitive race is a change 
toward degeneration and ruin. He is convinced that the Eskimo 
of Greenland have suffered as much from adopting European 
modes of living as from the new vices and diseases that have 
come in with the whites. 47 It is claimed in Hawaii that the fall- 
ing-off of the native population from 300,000 in Captain Cook's 
time to 30,000 at present has been largely due to the substitution 
of wooden houses for the old grass wigwams and to the use of 
clothing unadapted to the climate. 48 

These disastrous experiences are not exceptional. It has 
become a truism that the attempt to rapidly adjust primitive 
groups to the highly complex mode of life of the advanced 
peoples either by amalgamation or by discipline is destructive to 
the former. It is not that the primitive races come into contact 
only with the less moral elements of the advanced culture. 
Where they have been carefully shielded from these elements and 
have had access only to the best fruits of culture the outcome has 
often been almost equally discouraging, although the disintegra- 
tion may not have been so rapid. 49 It is not only possible but 
desirable that peoples which have attained the most perfect forms 
of social co-operation and technical achievement should so far 
as practicable share these with less developed groups. Progress 
in most lines. of material civilization need be worked out but 

"Eskimo Life, 335. 

^Bryce, Relations of the Advanced and the Backward Races, 11. 

49 The case of Pitcairn Island, often cited as an example of successful amal- 
gamation, is hardly to the point, since the little colony grew up and has largely 
remained isolated from both English and Polynesian influences. See Young, 
Mutiny of the "Bounty" and Story of Pitcairn Island. 
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once by the slow process of natural selection. A result once 
achieved may, by exchange or by example, be passed on to all 
other peoples which can use it. To this extent may the "capitali- 
zation of achievement" for the whole of humanity be useful in 
accelerating the rate of progress among backward races, by 
saving them the necessity of doing over again what has already 
been done. But each group must still work out much of its own 
destiny alone. England cannot make Englishmen of her colored 
tropical peoples, nor is it desirable that she do so, either from 
her point of view or from theirs. A culture people will do more 
useful service for civilization by following the lines of its own 
natural capacities. A backward group will advance more securely 
and will be more likely to attain a stable culture if it retain its 
own fundamental type, accepting by assimilation whatever of 
advantage it can profitably adopt from without. Co-operation 
in the work of civilization can be realized without the mongreli- 
zation of the world's peoples. Preservation of distinct racial 
types means the saving of characteristic traits and capacities 
which are as stimulating and beneficent for the world community 
as are varied individual traits for smaller social units. 



